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14. — Willard Memoir ; or, Life and Times of Major Simon Willard ; 
with Notices of Three Generations of his Descendants, and Two Col- 
lateral Branches in the United States ; also some Account of the 
Name and Family in Europe, from an Early Day. By Joseph 
Willakd. With three engravings. Boston : Phillips, Sampson, & 
Co. 1858. 8vo. pp. 471. 

To those who know Mr. Willard, this title is ample guaranty for the 
book to which it belongs. There are antiquaries, who thresh the 
sheaves of history, throw away the grain, and fill weary volumes with 
the chaff. There are others who give us the kernel with the husk ; 
and those who cannot digest the husks find enough for nourishment 
and delight without them. It cannot be denied, that in this volume 
there is much which could feed only an antiquary, or perchance a Wil- 
lard loyal to the name. But there is a great deal more which is illus- 
trative of times, manners, opinions, and general history. Simon Wil- 
lard came to this country in 1634, and 'died in 1676. He was a 
prominent man in the civil and military affairs of the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony and the Province of Massachusetts, and his biography is 
a history of that eventful period from his point of view. The thor- 
oughness of the author's researches has left nothing hidden that could 
be brought to light ; and the volume is not only entertaining and in- 
structive to the general reader, but full of the kind of materials which 
the historian needs in order to reproduce the form and features of a 
long-past and unfamiliar age. It is, in every sense, a most noteworthy 
and valuable work. 



15. — The New Testament, translated from the Original Greek, with 
Chronological Arrangement of the Sacred Books, and Improved Di- 
vision of Chapters and Verses. By Leicester Ambrose Saw- 
yer. Boston,: John P. Jewett & Co. 1858. 12mo. pp. 423. 

This, while far from being the great work which was announced in 
the pompous advertisements that heralded its publication, is by no 
means the utterly worthless book which some newspaper critics have 
declared it to be. Had it been modestly issued, it would have found a 
limited circulation, and been of some service in the advancement of 
Biblical knowledge. It has the merit of adhering closely, (except in a 
few specified instances,) to the text of Tischendorf, which most critics 
regard as the purest extant. Not a few of the renderings are in con- 
formity with the judgment of the best commentators ; and, so far as the 
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sense is concerned, many of the departures from the common version 
are for the better. But, on many texts, we think we see evidence 
that the translator had not made himself acquainted with the latest 
results of criticism, and there remain very numerous obscurities which 
more thorough study would have enabled him to elucidate. We see no 
evidence of the profound and comprehensive scholarship which should 
have preceded so bold an enterprise. But the chief blemish of the vol- 
ume is the utter lack of good taste which it exhibits. There is not a 
chapter which our reverence for the sacred record would suffer us to 
read aloud to a promiscuous assembly. A strange passion for the fa- 
miliar and the colloquial defaces even the most solemn utterances of the 
Saviour, and the most touching scenes of his closing hours. " Thee," 
" thou," and " thy " are changed for the plural pronoun in every instance 
except in addresses to the Deity. Much of the good old Saxon of our 
common version is discarded. For " Why cumbereth it the ground ? " 
we have, " Why should it make the ground unproductive?" Eliza- 
beth's neighbors " congratulated her " on the birth of her son. The 
ravens " have no private room." " This destructible must put on inde- 
structibleness." The cherubs have "each six wings apiece." The 
" voice in the midst of the four cherubs " cries, " A choenix [a quart] 
of wheat for a denarius [fourteen cents], and three choenices of barley 
for a denarius ; and injure not the oil and the wine." 



16. — Nature and the Supernatural, as together constituting the One 
System of God. By Horace Bushnell. New York: Charles 
Scribner. 1858. 12mo. pp. 528. 

This work it is impossible even to characterize, much less to criticise, 
in the brief space which we can now give to it. By Nature Dr. Bush- 
nell understands those processes and events which occur in accordance 
with fixed laws of causation, whether they are effected by force inhe- 
rent in each separate cause, or whether they merely represent a direct 
action of the Deity always the same under the same circumstances ; 
while the Supernatural includes all those phenomena, physical and spir- 
itual, which are not in the chain of natural cause arid effect. These 
two systems, according to our author, are concurrent at all times in the 
universe. Miracles are not confined to peculiar epochs of the world's 
history, but are a part of every day's experience. A very large pro- 
portion of man's spiritual history falls under this head. In his action 
upon the human soul, God is perpetually crossing or superseding the 
order of natural causation ; and the powers and operations of the re- 



